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Event Highlights 

 
Fri, Jan 14, 
11:00 am 
Adoration and 
Luncheon 
Immaculate Heart 
Retreat Center    
We are so pleased 

to have Fr. Jeff Lewis, pastor of St. Mary 
Parish, with us. We will learn the chal-
lenges of being a parish priest with a 
school. He will also tell us about his vo-
cation journey. 

Fri, Feb 11, 
11:00 am 
Adoration and 
Luncheon 
Immaculate Heart 
Retreat Center        
A speaker has been 

invited, but has not yet accepted. Be 
watching your email and listening to the 
phone call from Karen Domini via Phon-
eVite. 

Fri, Mar 11, 
11:00 am 
Adoration and 
Luncheon 
Immaculate Heart 
Retreat Center        
A speaker has been 

invited but has not yet accepted. Be 
watching your email and listening to the 
phone call from Karen Domini via Phon-
eVite.

Chaplain’s Chronicles 

By Fr. Daniel Barnett 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Each year it seems that we get a real snowfall 
the day after the seminarians leave for Thanks-
giving and Christmas breaks. Fr. Baraza and I 
get a bit more exercise in shoveling and snow-
blowing, as I am sure that many of you Serrans 
do also. It is part of being a good steward, a 

good father or mother: we have to take care of the resources en-
trusted to us.  

As the days keep getting shorter and we proceed inexorably—
siempre adelante!—into winter, there are increasing demands on 
our time, and the urgent press of reality strains our resources. It 
can be easy to feel overwhelmed with the responsibilities we face. 
This is true for laity as much as it is for priests. It is true for Ser-
rans as well, who are striving to support priests and religious, 
even while trying to navigate the ongoing uncertainties of our age. 

Rather than try to avoid this difficult situation, Jesus invites us to 
trust Him within the situation. This year, our Bishops are inviting 
us into a Eucharistic revival. Bishop Daly is inviting each of us—
priests, laity, religious, and seminarians—to renew our love for 
and devotion to Jesus in His Eucharistic Presence. This Advent, I 
invite you to pray that God strengthens the eyes of our faith, ena-
bling us to be attentive to Jesus wherever He may be found, to 
humbly welcome Him in gratitude, and to generously place our 
lives at His disposal.  

Please know that I pray for you, and please pray for me. God bless 
you. 

  

Chaplain’s Chronicles 
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My Two Cents 
President’s Message 
By Steve Domini 

As we head into 2022, with hope in our hearts, I want 
to share some thoughts from Father Nathan Cromly, 
C.S.J., who spoke at the October 2021 Serra Interna-
tional Convention in Chicago. I encourage everyone 
to read the article in the November 2021 issue of the 
Serran Magazine, page 12, either hard copy or online 
at serrainternational.org/magazine.  

Father began by giving a summary of his journey to 
priesthood through the religious life and a momentous trip to Denver to see Pope 
John Paul II made possible by the Toledo Serra Club. Fr. Cromly quoted Pope John 
Paul II from that event, “Young people, who among you will be a good shepherd for 
the sheep of Christ? Who among you will lay down his life for the sheep?” And Fa-
ther at that moment knew it was Jesus Christ speaking to him. He speaks of losing 
track of time and having an encounter with the Lord in which He asked Father if he 
would, in fact, be one of those shepherds. And Father said “Yes.” 

Father Cromly continued by asking about discouragement and loss of hope be-
cause Serra has few young people, the church has few young people, there are 
divisions in families, church, society. He tells us that Junipero Serra was no different 
than us today. For 17 years he walked up the California coast, covering 24,000 
miles, until his death at 71 and did it with a wound in his leg which never healed. 
He faced starvation and dealt with politics from his religious order and the soldiers. 
Yet he was not a man who was discouraged. 

He reminds us of the founders of our church who faced insurmountable odds. Yet 
they knew they were dependent on Jesus Christ. Father Cromly said, “where there 
is Jesus Christ, there is victory, always. This is why we fight.” He quoted Mother Te-
resa, “people are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered, forgive them 
anyway.” 

Father went on to note that when Junipero Serra faced starvation, did he quit? No, 
he prayed a novena to St. Joseph. At which time, a ship landed with food and sup-
plies. Father described St. Joseph and his life in Nazareth. He said he cannot think of 
a better figure to inspire vocations today (Serra was consecrated to St. Joseph at the 
convention). In describing St. Joseph, Father said, “you know you are quiet when 
the Virgin Mary talks more than you do! He didn’t say a single world in the Bible.” 

In his concluding remarks, he states, “Christianity is not a religion of mediocrity, 
folks. Christianity is a religion of fire, of victory, of the resurrection, and of glory.” 

May all of us catch this fire and do the Lord’s work in 2022 and may God bless all of 
you. 

 

Contact Information 
and Club Officers 

2022-2021 
 

Serra Club of Spokane 
PO Box 31535 

Spokane, WA  99223-3025 

www.serraclubofspokane.com 

 

Steve Domini, President 
VP Programs & VP Membership 

(509) 590-7079 
dominis60@gmail.com 

 
Karen Domini, Treasurer 
VP Communications 
Newsletter Editor 

(509) 468-6774 
kdomini81@gmail.com 

 
Al Hanson 
VP Vocations 

(509) 928-1047 
alhanson@comcast.net 

 
Judy Luce 
Secretary 

(509) 299-2751 
jlluce@hotmail.com 

 
Lori Neumann 
Trustee 

(509) 280-1355 
lori.c.neumann@gmail.com 

 
Sue Manfred 
Trustee 

(509) 926-1067 
sgmanfred@comcast.net 

 
Martin Weber 
Trustee 

(509) 466-7784 
martinweber434@gmail.com 

  

Serra Endowment for the Education of Seminarians 
 

Prayerfully consider a contribution. This endowment supports our seminarians in perpetuity. 
 

Include a 100% tax deductible donation to the endowment with your next dues payment. 
 

Contact: Sue Manfred at (509) 926-1067 or Bob Boehme at (509) 924-2405 
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Call to Action 

Seven Serran Prayer Team 

Vocation directors’ jobs are very difficult. One vocation director may be serving four parishes on top of his vocation di-
rector duties. Another may be a half-time director with no secretary to help. The pressure is great; many vocation 
directors have pastors tell them that vocations is their job and offer no help, and all this at a time when vocation num-
bers are in decline. 

At our October meeting, the Seven Serran Prayer Team 
was discussed, and it was decided our club should have a 
Seven Serran Prayer Team. 

What is it? The program is modeled after the Seven Sis-
ters Apostolate praying for priests; it is for Serrans to 
pray for a vocation director, by name, for one hour, each 
day of the week. 

How can you fill an hour? Mass is a wonderful prayer 
and offering your Mass and Communion is the beginning 
of a good hour of prayer. The hour can be completed 
with a rosary or time in front of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Or a holy hour in Adoration is another great idea. 

The USA Council has matched Fr. Kyle Ratuiste, voca-
tion director for Spokane, to our club. 

What can you do? Seven Serrans are needed to join the team for the next year. Please email Karen Domini at 
kdomini81@gmail.com or call her at (509) 468-6774 with your preferred day of the week. She will try to accommodate 
preferences, but the goal is to have a Serran praying each day of the week. 

 

Newsletter 

We’re going to continue to feature member contributions that will inspire fellow Serrans. Some ideas:  

(1) Books – a book you recently read and some insights you gained from it.  

(2) Beauty – an experience of beauty that drew you closer to God.  

(3) Prayer – an experience of answered prayer.  

(4) Dinner with a Saint – if you could have dinner with a saint who would it be and why?  

(5) Evangelism – an incident in which you shared Serra or the faith with another person.  

(6) Your own idea!  

Please submit contributions to Karen Domini at kdomini81@gmail.com or mail them to her at PO Box 31535, Spokane, 
WA 99223. The deadline for submission for the March/April issue is February 18. 

 

Holy Hour Reception 

Can you help Karen and Steve with the Holy Hour reception on the Vigil of First 
Fridays? They will share their tips and tricks. Again, you won’t have to do this 
alone. 

 

Please prayerfully consider ways to serve as a Serran. If there is something you 
would like to do and haven’t seen it here, let Steve, Karen, or another board mem-
ber know. Think outside the box! We would love to hear new ideas.  

mailto:kdomini81@gmail.com
mailto:kdomini81@gmail.com
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Membership Gatherings 

Second Friday Luncheons 

November 12 – Father Kyle Ratuiste took the podium in November at IHRC and gave a very informative and in-
sightful presentation on his role as diocesan director of vocations, as well as his journey to priesthood. 

Father Kyle has a special Serra connection – his parents, Morie and Cocot, are very active 
in Serra, both in their TriCities club, as well as the regional and national level. Morie is our 
director for the Pacific Northwest Region and Cocot is president of the TriCities Club as 
well as USAC secretary. Consequently, Father Kyle has a good understanding of the Serra 
mission. 

Much of his journey to seminary revolved around developing relationships with BWS stu-
dents at GU, when he was a student. He began having thoughts of the priesthood in the 
second grade at St. Patrick’s School in Paco, where he met Father Rory Pitstick and was 

encouraged to consider it. 

He discussed the importance of building a self-sustaining 
culture of vocations in our diocese. This would start with a 
foundation of discipleship. Even before discussing voca-
tions, recognizing that God cal ls us into relationship with 
Him. This will lead us to happiness and joy. From there a 
foundation of trust, honesty, and humility before the Lord 
is developed and is so necessary for discernment of one’s 
vocation. This foundation will guide people into learning 
how to make the many decisions that lead to entry in the 
seminary. 

During the question-and-answer portion of Father’s 
presentation, he was asked about those men in the very early 
stages of discernment, how many and could we pray for them by name. Father shared with us that prayers for 
them are valued and necessary, he could not share names. However, he would share initials and provided Steve 
with the following list to share with Serrans: 

Applicants: PA; NL 

Potential Applicants: NS; RT; MC 

Active discerners: RT; BD; CA; JF; JA; NC; LO 

Father mentioned WRAP (write, reflect, apply, pray), a path for using Lectio Divina. It is enclosed. 

December 10 – Our speaker for December was Father Kevin Oiland, pastor of St. John Vianney Parish in the Spo-
kane Valley. 

Father Oiland helped us understand how Serrans can evangelize. He said it would 
mean offering everyone a life changing encounter with Jesus.  

He told us his own story about meeting Jesus on a deeper level, by learning about Jesus’ 
passion, and then beginning to pray the Rosary. He told us how Jesus makes him happy, 
a very simple but profound statement. 

What are some ways for us to evangelize? He gave us a three-step process: First, we 
need to know our own story. Why am I a Christian? What is my story of falling in love 
with Jesus? How did I decide to follow Jesus? Can I relate a time I felt personally close 
to Jesus? Why did I become/decide to stay Catholic?  

See Gatherings, 5 
From left, Fr. Oiland, Sue 

Manfred, and Steve Domini 

Heavenly Father, Master of the Harvest, 
we entrust our lives and endeavors to 

you through Jesus and Mary. 
Purify, guide, and strengthen us 

as we labor for a fruitful culture of 
vocations in the Diocese of Spokane 

for your glory and the salvation of souls. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Fr. Ratuiste used this prayer to begin his presentation. 
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Gatherings, continued from 4 

Second, we should witness first, then teach. Father was then able to get deep into theological areas with a very ap-
pealing and simple style. God created man, man rejected God, Moses gave us the law, God sent his Son to redeem 
us. We must make a choice to follow Him.  

Third, following Him means encountering Jesus in the Catholic Church. He emphasized grace and truth through the 
Church. 

 

Serra Meets 
November 13 – John Zimmer was the November speaker for Serra Meets. John is Vice 
President of Apostolic Development for Fellowship of Catholic University Students, 
FOCUS. He has been in FOCUS since its inception in 1998.  

John is an inspiring speaker who explained the history of the apostolate and require-
ments for membership.  

FOCUS seeks to make missionary disciples. Missionary disciples are made by knowing Je-
sus and fulfilling His great commission, which is to make disciples. 

Members put their careers on hold, commit to no dating for one year, and are responsible for 100% of their sup-
port. They attend daily Mass, pray the rosary and chaplet each day, read Scripture and make a Holy Hour. All to 
bring souls to Christ. 

Each member’s personal story is important in making friendships and building up the faith of others. 

John emphasized intimacy and identity in Christ. He also stressed the importance of creating a culture to encounter 
Jesus. He said it is not our ability but our availability to the Holy Spirit. He quoted St. Paul, “imitate me as I imitate 
Christ.” We learn through imitation. 

Several missionaries have spoken to us over the years. They are very dedicated young people. FOCUS currently has 
800 missionaries and growing who serve on college campuses. 

December 11 – USAC episcopal advisor, Bishop Thomas Daly made a return visit to Serra Meets in December. He 
was the first Serra Meets speaker in December of 2020. 

Bishop Daly spoke of Advent and how it relates to preparing for Christmas, times of dark-
ness in our lives, and contemplation. John the Baptist was the model he used to take us into 
the later part of Advent, using the Gospel for the third week of Advent. 

“What should we do?” was the question Bishop Daly used to address many of our thoughts, 
deep questions, and sadness. He said he gets many prayer requests from parents and 
grandparents as to why children and grandchildren, although raised in the faith, have 
stopped attending Mass. 

“What should we do?” Bishop Daly used Mary and Joseph as an example. Both had questions. Mary, asking “how 
could this be,” from the Annunciation, and Joseph asking if he should take Mary as his spouse. 

He then spoke of Dorothy Day, a Catholic laywoman and social worker whose cause for canonization was discussed 
at the recent USCCB meeting in November. He discussed her life and her conversion to Christ and Catholicism. 
Bishop Daly again spoke about “what should we do?” Here, he said, “let Christ answer.” 

Finally, he discussed how to experience peace. Again, “what should we do?” He listed three things: (a) have a clear 
conscience and utilize the sacrament of confession; (b) help people and be humble; and (c) wait patiently and have 
joy. 

He concluded by saying we must be with the Lord before we can serve the Lord.  
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Member Reflection 

Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 

By Robert Heacock 

I recently traveled by cruise boat on the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers from St. Louis, Missouri to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and 
back. It was three weeks of mostly new country for me, with lots 
of river towns, big and small. Some locations were first visited by 
Jesuit missionaries and fur traders as early as 1700, with most 
towns being established in the 1770’s and 1780’s. Some of the 
parishes I visited along the way are two hundred years old and 
some church buildings are one hundred and fifty years old. 

One of my goals was to travel to the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Snows near Belleville, Illinois, home to the Missionary Ob-
lates of Mary Immaculate. The site is rooted in a miracle that 
happened in Rome 1,700 years ago and has many memorials 
and locations dedicated to the Blessed Mother along with the 
Way of the Cross and the Millennium Spire. 

This being the year of St. Joseph, I was able to visit the Shrine of 
St. Joseph. The towering façade overlooks Columbus Square 
Park, and the interior houses a breathtaking array of icons and 
art expressing the beauty of our Lord. 

I also visited the rep-
lica of the original St. 
Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Parish in St. 
Charles, Missouri. The 
parish history pro-
vides the following 
information: “A typical 
French log church 
with vertical post was 
built at Jackson and 
South Main Streets, 

and was dedicated together with the town on November 7, 
1791, under the patronage of the saintly Cardinal of Milan, 
Charles Borromeo, the patron of the Spanish King, Charles.” 

This church, located adjacent to Kister Park, was attended by 
some of the men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition the day be-
fore they departed the St. Louis and St Charles area on May 21, 
1804. 

An interesting dimension of this event is that most of them were 
not Catholic but felt it timely to make a visit as revealed by read-
ing their journal entries. It appears they were anticipating a 
potentially dangerous mission, and perhaps desirous of all the di-
vine help they could summon to their cause. It does appear that 
this stop did not hurt, as the Lewis and Clark Expedition was an 
epic success. 

On the second to the last day of the trip, I entered the Basilica of 
Saint Louis, King of France, known locally as The Old Cathedral, 
in St. Louis, Missouri. It was the first Catholic cathedral west of 
the Mississippi River and dates to 1764. As I was sitting in the 
church, I heard laughter that I couldn’t place and then I heard 
what truly seemed to be the sound of angels. It was a group of 
sisters in the choir loft with their rich harmonies and soaring 
voices, rehearsing for an event. 

A highlight of the trip occurred on the final morning. Shortly be-
fore 8:00 am Mass at The Old Cathedral, eighteen seminarians 
from Kenrick-Glennon Seminary (Shrewsbury, MO) arrived to 
attend Mass. In addition, there was a national convention for sis-
ters being held nearby and we were blessed by the attendance of 
about thirty sisters. As the monsignor noted, with this assem-
blage the only thing we were missing was the Holy Father. 

As a Serran, it was wonderful and heartwarming to complete my 
trip in their company and in such a historic location. 

  

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 

St. Charles Borromeo 

The Old Cathedral 
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Notes and Letters 
 
Martin Weber attended the Regional Conference at Mt. Angel Abbey 
and returned with a Banner Club Award from the Serra International 
Foundation. He showed us the award at our December luncheon and at 
right is the letter we received announcing the designation. Congratula-
tions! 
 
We also received 
a thank you let-
ter from Sr. 
Helen Mason, SP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Prayer Requests 

 
Serra Club of Spokane has a prayer 
request book available at every 
meeting and event. Please include 
the book of requests in your pray-
ers. New requests will be printed as 
they are received. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Jeff Adamson. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Mark Adamson. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of John Tratar. 

Pray for healing and recovery from lung cancer for Sue Curalli. 

Pray for healing and recover from cancer surgery for Debbie 
Weber. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Lucille Weber. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of LeRoy Weber. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Ann Niehenke. 

Pray for healing and recovery from pacemaker implant surgery 
for Paul McNabb.  

Ordination Anniversaries 

 
Ordination anniversary cards are sent to priests on be-
half of the Serra Club. Celebrate those priests that have 
special meaning in your life by attending Mass, saying a 
prayer, or sending your own card. 

Addresses cannot always be provided due to space lim-
itations.  

Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM Mar 1, 1986 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

1104 W. Heroy Ave. 

Spokane, WA  99205 

Lord, Hear Our Prayer 

Photo by Yang Shuo on Unsplash 
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Serra Club of Spokane Calendar 

 
January 2022 

Wed-Sun Jan12-16  USA Council’s Serra Rally in Dallas, TX 

Fri Jan 14 11:00 am Adoration for Vocations and Luncheon Meeting at IHRC. Our speaker will be 
Fr. Jeff Lewis, St. Mary Parish, Spokane Valley. 

Mon Jan 17 5:00 pm Mass and Board Meeting at BWS 

 
February 2022 

Thu Feb 3 7:00 pm Holy Hour for Healing and Communion at BWS. Following will be social 
time with conversation, snacks, and beverages. All Serrans are invited to 
come pray and socialize afterward. 

Sat/Sun Feb 5-6  World Day for Consecrated Life celebration in parishes 

Fri Feb 11 11:00 am Adoration for Vocations and Luncheon Meeting at IHRC 

Sat Feb 12 9:00 am Serra Meets with Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD, President of Divine Word Col-
lege. The Society of the Divine Word (SVD) is the largest missionary 
order in the Catholic Church. The link to view live will be emailed. The 
following are teleconference options, listening only. 

iPhone one-tap: US: +13126266799,,95992451924#,,,,,,0#,,853558# or 
+13017158592,,95992451924#,,,,,,0#,,853558# 

Telephone:  1 (253) 215 8782 

Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924 Passcode: 853558 

Mon Feb 21 5:00 pm Mass and Board Meeting at BWS 

 
March 2022 

Thu Mar 3 7:00 pm Holy Hour for Healing and Communion at BWS. Following will be social 
time with conversation, snacks, and beverages. All Serrans are invited to 
come pray and socialize afterward. 

Fri Mar 11 11:00 am Adoration for Vocations and Luncheon Meeting at IHRC 

Sat Mar 12 9:00 am Serra Meets with Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto; his topic 
is to be determined. 

Mon Mar 21 5:00 pm Mass and Board Meeting at BWS 

Thu Mar 31 7:00 pm Holy Hour for Healing and Communion at BWS. Following will be social 
time with conversation, snacks, and beverages. All Serrans are invited to 
come pray and socialize afterward. 

 
Serra International Rosary for Vocations 
Serra International Rosary for Vocations will be on the following Saturdays: January 29, February 26, and March 26. 
Serrans from all over the world are invited to join together in a recitation of the Rosary for vocations. To join from your 
computer, tablet, or smartphone, go to: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598 or using your phone, dial 1 
(312) 757-3119 and enter the access code; 314-315-981. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598

