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Event Highlights 

 
 

Fri, Nov 11 
11:00 am 
Adoration and 
Luncheon 
Immaculate Heart 
Retreat Center 
Serran Robert 
Heacock will give us a 

history of St. Junípero Serra and the 
California Missions. 

 
Sat, Nov 12, 
9:00 am 
Serra Meets 
Father Brett Brannen, 
author of To Save a 
Thousand Souls and 
Spiritual Director at 
the Pontifical College 

Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, will be 
the speaker.  

 

Fri, Dec 9, 
11:00 am 
Adoration and 
Luncheon 
Immaculate Heart 
Retreat Center  
A very special guest 
has been invited to 

speak to us – Sr. Eucharista, SMMC. 
Her topic will be The Angels and the 
Message of Christmas. 

 

Chaplain’s Chronicles 

Dear Serrans, 

Praised be Jesus Christ!  

Bishop Daly has recently promulgated a new mission 
and vision statement for the Diocese of Spokane. This 
started as something of a ground-level initiative as 
chancery employees looked for ways to break down 
the “silos” that far too often isolate chancery 
departments from one another and perpetuate 
perceived divisions between diocesan offices and 

parishes. The result is a concise reminder of what we do and desire as 
members of the Body of Christ in Eastern Washington. I share this mission and 
vision to invite you to consider how the Serra apostolate aligns with and 
advances what Bishop Daly has set before us. 

First, the mission (what we do) is “To encounter, live, and proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” This may seem rudimentary and simple, but how often and 
how easily do we, whether individually or institutionally, lose sight of this 
clear purpose? 

Second, the vision (what we desire) is “To lead souls to salvation through Jesus 
Christ.” We can ask ourselves: To what extent do I see the salvation of 
immortal souls as the goal of the utmost importance? 

In my view the vision is what we are all about as Catholics and Serrans. In light 
of eternity, only those things that impact immortal souls have lasting 
significance. We see vocation promotion as crucial for raising up future priests 
and religious necessary to lead souls to salvation. Our diocesan mission is 
nothing other than to live fully as disciples of Christ, which includes being in 
relationship with Christ (encounter), being active in our faith (live), and doing 
our part in evangelization (proclaim). 

As we recognize our conviction of the importance of both vocations and the 
universal call to holiness, I believe that we can see how our apostolate 
responds to fundamental desires in our local Church. 

¡Siempre adelante! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Kyle Ratuiste, Chaplain 
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Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Our chaplain, Father Kyle Ratuiste, asked the Serra Club Board to watch a Ted Talk video entitled: “Start with why – how great 
leaders inspire action.” The video certainly caused me to reflect on our why we are Serrans and prompted 
these reflections. 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and mine know me.” He instituted the priesthood at the 
Last Supper so we could have ordained men to continue being our good shepherd in his place. Priests 
continue to be Jesus for us in bringing us the Eucharist and all of the other sacraments. 

You and I can be eternally grateful for the gift of the priesthood. By our priests we are fed spiritually, brought 
the eucharist, forgiven for our sins, taught, inspired, and challenged to strive for our goal of heaven, and 
comforted in times of sorrow. Priests are a central element in our experience of following our Lord. 

You and I can see clearly that we need good priests today and in the future for the continuation of our Church. It is our duty and 
challenge to assist this in happening. We need to help more men to say yes to entering the priesthood. We need to encourage our 
seminarians in their growth and development. We need to continue to support our priests in their work and in friendship. 

Also, I would be remiss if I didn’t also include Deacons and women religious in our support. 

This is why our mission is so important for our future, future generations, and the future of Christ’s Church. This is why we are 
Serrans. 

Blessings, 

Greg Takisaki, President 
 
 

 

Priesthood Sunday 
Priesthood Sunday was September 25, and all Serrans were encouraged to express honor, 
gratitude, and support in some way at their parish for their priest or priests. 

At Assumption of the BVM in Spokane, a message was printed in the bulletin encouraging 
parishioners to show their appreciation for Fr. Tim Hays. 

At St. John Vianney and St. Paschal, members of the Serra Club expressed appreciation and 
gratitude for Fr. Kevin Oiland. Emily Klein, Sue Manfred, and Greg Takisaki each spoke at a 
Sunday Mass and offered special prayers for Fr. Oiland. 

Dave McGann was at St. Michael’s Church in Worley, ID, where he spoke briefly about 
Priesthood Sunday and thanked Fr. Peter Byrne, SJ. 

At St. Thomas More in Spokane, Cindy Omlin and Martin Weber gathered prayers from 
parishioners for a Spiritual Bouquet to honor priests that have served and currently serve St. 
Thomas More. It was presented to Fr. Kerst who received the bouquet on their behalf. In 
addition, Martin spoke at every Mass explaining the celebration and the prayers that 
comprised the Spiritual Bouquet. 

Mark your calendars now for Priesthood Sunday 2023 – 
September 24. Now that we have done this once, we will be 
able to work together earlier with more parishes. 

Pictured: St. Thomas More’s entry space was adorned with the 
poster at top right (one on each side of the doors entering the 
sanctuary) that Cindy Omlin provided, and a poster at bottom 
right created by the students. 

 
See SUNDAY, 3 
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International Buy Your  
Priest a Beer Day 

Priests have a thankless and difficult job, a job that we couldn’t 
get to heaven without. They are the lifeblood of the Church, and 
they deserve some appreciation. September 9 was 
International Buy a Priest a Beer Day. 

Serrans discovered this celebration too late to get the word out 
to every member, but we were happy to deliver beer to Fr. 
Kevin Oiland (left), Fr. Dan Barnett (middle), and Fr. Kyle 
Ratuiste (right).  

Fr. Pat Kerst was also a recipient –  at our luncheon meeting 
held on September 9 (see his picture below with a summary of 
his presentation). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 
Continued from 2 

In addition to celebrating Priesthood Sunday in parishes, 
members contributed to Spiritual Bouquets that were given to 
Bishop Daly, Fr. Kyle Ratuiste, and Fr. Daniel Barnett. 

Pictured at right is the front of the card and the inside that lists 
the prayers to be offered on their behalf. 

Thank you to everyone who responded so generously. 

 

 

September Luncheon – Fr. Pat Kerst 
 
Thirty-three people gathered at IHRC for a delicious lunch and to hear Fr. 
Pat Kerst, the pastor of St. Thomas More. The group included 6 guests, who 
were all invited by Cindy Omlin. 

Fr. Kerst shared his vocation story with us. He grew up in St. Mary Parish 
and continued to BWS and major seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. He 
shared insights into his discernment for the priesthood. 

As a Gonzaga Prep student, he went on a Search retreat and as he sat in the 
chapel, he had a gradual, gentle sense of being at peace with going to BWS. 
During his time at BWS, as he was discerning a vocation, he kept asking 
himself if he was going to be happy being a priest. This question kept him 
in doubt for a long time. Through his spiritual director, he found out that he 
was asking the wrong question. He reframed his question into asking if 
God wanted him to become a priest. Fr. Kerst says that God uses mediators 
such as spiritual directors to help us frame the right questions.  

He progressed well into the major seminary process without making a firm 
commitment. In his next to last year while in Israel, again in a chapel 
setting, he heard a gentle call that God wanted him to be a priest. Fr. Kerst said that people receive a calling from God in many ways, but God 
works with the personality and makeup of each individual in forming a vocational call. After moving with the flow of seminary life he was 
finally convinced of his calling and is very content with his vocation of 32 years. 

Fr. Kerst said that an important quality needed in being a diocesan priest is flexibility – such as being able to speak Spanish. Our diocese has a 
sizable population of Spanish speaking parishioners in the Pasco/Walla Walla area, and bilingual priests are greatly needed.  

Fr. Kerst noted that he thought he’d missed “buy a priest a 
beer day” and hadn’t received one. We took care of that by 
surprising him with a six-pack of his favorite brew, Guinness. 
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October Luncheon – Bishop Thomas Daly 

The Serra Club of Spokane was pleased to have our bishop, Thomas Daly as the speaker for the 
October luncheon and program. The title of his talk was “Rejoice in Hope, be Patient in Trial, 
Persevere in Prayer; the Vocation of Serrans during these challenging times in the Church.” 
There were 43 people in attendance which included 12 guests. 

Bishop Daly said that we need patience during trials. These are difficult times of upheaval, 
division, and confusion. In our country there is a struggle between those who want to adhere to 
the teachings of Jesus and those who want to compromise. Bishop Daly talked about the conflict 
among church leaders in Germany and Belgium over the blessing of same sex unions.  

We are called to live our faith by witnessing to others. As such, people will not just know about 
Jesus, they will know Jesus. We are having an “institutional” cultural Catholicism crisis where our 
young people hear too much about social justice programs and are victims of wokeism. We must 
fight this by witnessing our faith in Jesus Christ. We should show joy that will be seen by the 
world as a testament to our faith. 

Bishop Daly urged us to rejoice in hope; this is reality grounded in faith. We must know that 
Jesus will be with us to the end of the age. Good things are happening such as with our Spokane seminarians. When Bishop Daly 
came to the diocese, we had 3 seminarians. Now we have 10 seminarians: 2 at Bishop White, 6 at St. Patrick’s in Menlo Park, and 2 at 
Mount Angel. That is a great message of hope! He believes that our Blessed Mother has interceded for us with growth in numbers of 
our seminarians.  

Bishop Daly said that it is a great blessing for him to the bishop of our diocese. The areas that he has focused his whole priesthood on 
are education, vocations, and a call to holiness. When he came to Spokane, he just continued to do here what he always had done. He 
thanked us for our prayers and urged us to persevere. 
 

 

Holy Hour for Holy Vocations 
For those who have not yet attended the Holy Hour for Holy Vocations, may your humble editor encourage you to attend. The Holy 
Hour begins with silent prayer and finishes with a guided litany and benediction. We then move to the Bishop White Room for light 
refreshment and conversation. Plan to attend November 3 and December 1; 7:00 pm at Bishop White Seminary. 

To entice you, here are a few pictures of a recent Holy Hour: 
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Thank You from Women Religious 

Serrans continue to receive cards and notes of gratitude and support from sisters and nuns. Your prayers and the gifts meant so 
much to them. 

To our dear Serrans, 
We are so grateful for the gift of your prayerful support of us 

by way of the beautiful Spiritual Bouquet and lovely gift. What a 
blessing to have such powerful intercessors walking with us as we 
live out our mission of love and service in Christ’s church. 

Gratefully, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Mother Kathryn Joseph, SMMC Sr. Maria Consuela, SMMC 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth, SMMC Sr. Paschalina Marie, SMMC 
Sr. Christiana Marie, SMMC Sr. Mary Eucharista SMMC 
Sr. Gabrielle Marie, SMMC 
 
Dear Steve and Karen, 

Your presence to me, to us, was the real gift you brought from 
the Serra Club! I was deeply touched and grateful for the 
beautiful Spiritual Bouquet . . . please share my “thank you” to 
other members! A truly spiritually laden and heartfelt gift. 

Thank You seems small, and I know and feel the support of 
Serra Club over the years. I offer my prayers as a small token in 
reciprocal appreciation. 

Blessings and gratitude in the Holy Names, 
~ Sr. Janyce, SNJM 

 

To members of the Serra Club, 
Your thoughtfulness is a gift I will always treasure! What a 

lovely gift you presented to us. Beautiful messages and the lovely 
crystal heart that says thank you and the journal. Please keep us 
in your prayers. 

Peace in Jesus and Mary, 
~ Sr. Shirley Roberg, SNJM 

 
Dear Serra Club Members, 

The Lord give you peace! 
We want to thank you enthusiastically for the lovely gifts you 

recently bestowed upon each one of us.  
The package itself was a work of art, so dainty and simple, 

and the gifts inside eloquently bespoke your appreciation. The 
Spiritual Bouquet, on your beautiful, custom-made card, was 
truly special, and we are grateful for your prayers. 

We are quite impressed with the number of Serra Club 
members listed there! We had no idea that there were so many of 
you! We pray for you, too, and appreciate being able to see your 
names. 

May you and all your endeavors be blessed! 
With our grateful prayers, 

~ Sr. Marcia Kay and the 
Poor Clare Nuns 

 

 

 

Thank You from the Office of Vocations 

Space does not allow for a picture of the thank you letter the Club received from the Office of Vocations. Therefore, it is re-created here: 

Dear Serrans, 

Thank you for your generous support of Quo Vadis Days 2022. I received your check in the amount of $2,000. Your 
contribution has helped ensure the continuation of this important vocations event for high school young men across the 
region. Thank you very much! 

Over the course of four days, fifty-three high schoolers (thirteen more than last year!) were able to step away from the 
busyness of their lives and consider how God lovingly invites them into relationship with Him and calls them to their 
vocation. They did so while growing in fraternity with fellow Catholic peers and interacting with Spokane seminarians and 
priests. I am happy to share that our investment in Quo Vadis Days has borne fruit in two alumni of the past being accepted 
as new seminarians for the diocese – Patrick Arkoosh and Nick Sund. They have entered the new Cor Christi Propaedeutic 
Program. I look forward to seeing how this year’s Quo Vadis Days will bear fruit in the coming year and beyond. 

As we endeavor to cooperate with God’s grace in fostering a culture of vocations in the Diocese of Spokane, we recognize 
that whenever fruitfulness we observe in vocations ministry begins with prayer. Please know of my prayers for you and I 
ask that you pray for me, our seminarians, and our discerners. May God bless you. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Kyle Ratiste, Director of Vocations 

  



  

 

Page 6 The Serra Snapshot Volume 12 Issue 6 
 

Ordination Anniversaries 

Ordination anniversary cards are sent to priests on behalf of the Serra Club. Celebrate those priests that have special meaning in 
your life by attending Mass, saying a prayer, or sending your own card. 

Addresses cannot be provided due to space limitations, https://dioceseofspokane.org/priests-of-the-diocese for the addresses. 
You can also find an online printable (pdf) diocesan directory at https://dioceseofspokane.org/diocesan-directory and once on 
the web page, click on “Diocesan Directory 2020-2021” on the left in the white space of the page, not in the picture. This printable 
directory is somewhat out of date, however. 

There are no ordination anniversaries in January. 
 

Dec 21, 2005 Fr. Vincent Van Dao Nguyen  Dec 30, 1978 Fr. Michael Kwiatowski 

Dec 22, 1974 Fr. Joachim Hien    
 
 

 

Prayer Requests 
Serra Club of Spokane has a prayer request book available at every meeting and event. Please include the book of requests in your 
prayers. New requests will be printed as they are received. 

 
Pray for the men in early stages of discernment for the Diocese of Spokane; PA; NL; NS; RT; MC; RT; 
BD; CA; JF; JA; NC; and LO. They are applicants, potential applicants, and active discerners. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Fr. Jack Krier. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Sally Neumann, former Serran and mother of member Kirk 
Neumann. 

Pray for the repose of the soul of Bridget Marie Kirby, daughter of members Patrick and Maureen 
Kirby, and for healing and peace for their family. 

Pray for Sue Curalli. 

 

 

Are we using our talents? 
Christ spoke of the talents each one of us has, talents which must not buried. Our calling is to take those talents, develop 
them fully, and then use them in establishing His kingdom on earth. Are you using your talents to fulfill your vocation to 
service? Are you an active Christian in the parish, at your workplace, and in the home? Take some time today to reflect on 
how you might use your special talents in the service of the Kingdom. 
 
 

 

Prayer is a moving force in vocation development. Prayer is effective; prayer is powerful; prayer is essential. Few are called to 
priesthood or religious life, but all are called to pray for vocations. 

Lord, your Church is in need. Touch the hearts of many within our parishes with the desire to serve you. Call forth from our Catholic 
community sisters, brothers, deacons, priests, and lay leaders. Help us to live lives that will nurture childhood trust into adult 
commitment. May our parishes be sources of hope and sources of minsters for your Church, your people, and your world. Amen.” 

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom and divine love, impart Your knowledge, understanding, and counsel to youth that they may know the 
vocation wherein they can best serve God. Give them courage and strength to follow God's holy will. Guide their uncertain steps, 
strengthen their resolutions, shield their chastity, fashion their minds, conquer their hearts, and lead them to the vineyards where they 
will labor in God's holy service. Amen.  

https://dioceseofspokane.org/priests-of-the-diocese
https://dioceseofspokane.org/diocesan-directory
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All Souls, Purgatory, and Prayer for the Dead 
by Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio  

On the first two days of November, the Church leads us to confront the mystery of death. They remind us that love is 
stronger than death, that Christ’s death for us means that our beloved deceased who believed in Christ are very much 
alive. They may be among those in heaven and whose eyes gaze upon the glory of God. In this case, they help us through 
their prayers. 

Yet they may also be among those whose eyes were not ready for the beatific vision, whose body carried an infection 
that needed to be eliminated. In which case, we must help them through our prayers. Our loving intercession can hasten 
the purification and preparation necessary for the full enjoyment of their inheritance. 

What About Purgatory? The Catholic Church has always been very reserved in its teaching about the mystery of life 
after death, including the mystery of purgatory. Here’s what we know. Christ’s death and resurrection won eternal life 
for everyone. Yet the fruit of his redeeming work needs to be personally appropriated. Each person must say yes to 
Christ, and yield to the liberating power of his grace which progressively breaks sin’s power and heals sin’s 
wounds. Everyone is obliged to actively participate in this process and to renounce all sin, great or small. God, through 
his Church, provides all the means of grace necessary to facilitate this purification and healing. 

Attachments Broken. Yet what about people who say a fundamental yes to Christ, but drag their feet, clinging to some 
“small” sins, nursing some attachments to the evil that they’ve supposedly renounced? Purgatory is the process after 
death where these attachments, the umbilical cord which binds people to the old world, are cut so people can be free to 
enter into the life to come. 

Purgatory is not a temporary hell. The Church does not teach that there is physical fire there (how could fire hurt spirits, 
anyway?) or that people spend a certain number of years or months there (after death, how do we measure time?) or 
that everyone but the greatest saints must go there after death (all the means are provided for it to happen here!). 

When in Doubt, Pray! We can’t know for sure where our beloved deceased are unless they happen to be canonized 
saints. So, when in doubt, we pray for them. If they happen to need our help, our act of kindness can have great impact 
on them. If not, this kind act still has great impact on us, exercising our love muscles so that we will be ready to enter 
directly into the wedding feast of the Lamb when our own time inevitably comes. 

 
“All Souls, Purgatory, and Prayer for the Dead” by Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio from Ascension at AscensionPress.com Copyright 2022. Originally published on 
CrossroadsInitiative.com, this post on the afterlife, death, purgatory, and prayers for the dead is offered as a reflection upon the Scripture readings for the 
Solemnity or Solemn Feast of All Souls Day. 

 

 

Connect with Serra Club of Spokane and the Office of Vocations 

Find Serra on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/Serra-Club-of-Spokane-102848712483398/  and on the web at 
www.serraclubofspokane.com  

The Office of Vocations is asking for your prayers. Once signed up, you will receive occasional alerts asking for prayers for 
seminarians and other vocational concerns. To sign up, go to https://spokanevocations.flocknote.com/pray 
 
  

Serra Endowment for the Education of Seminarians 
 

The endowment supports our seminarians in perpetuity. Please prayerfully consider donating by: 
(1) making a 100% tax deductible donation included with your dues. 

(2) making a bequest to the endowment in your estate planning. 

The endowment is managed by the Catholic Foundation of Eastern Washington, (509) 358-7334. 

https://www.facebook.com/Serra-Club-of-Spokane-102848712483398/
http://www.serraclubofspokane.com/
https://spokanevocations.flocknote.com/pray
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Serra Club of Spokane Calendar 
 

November 2022 

Thu Nov 3 7:00 pm Holy Hour for Holy Vocations at BWS. Following will be social time with 
conversation, snacks, and beverages. All Serrans are invited to come pray 
and socialize afterward. 

 Nov 6-12  National Vocation Awareness Week 

Fri Nov 11 11:00 am Adoration for Vocations and Luncheon Meeting at IHRC. Our speaker is our 
own Robert Heacock. He is an historian and is going to tell us more 
about Junípero Serra and the California Missions. 

Sat Nov 12 9:00 am Serra Meets speaker is Father Brett Brannen, author of To Save a Thousand 
Souls and A Priest in the Family: A Guide for Parents Whose Sons are 
Considering Priesthood.  

Mon Nov 21 5:00 pm Mass and Board Meeting at BWS. 

 
December 2022 

Thu Dec 1 7:00 pm Holy Hour for Holy Vocations at BWS. Following will be social time with 
conversation, snacks, and beverages. All Serrans are invited to come pray 
and socialize afterward. 

Fri Dec 9 11:00 am Adoration for Vocations and Luncheon Meeting at IHRC. 

Sat Dec 10 9:00 am Serra Meets. Speaker to be announced. See below for connection information. 

 
Serra Meets is USAC’s monthly virtual lecture series continues. 

Please go to https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09 to join the webinar. Passcode: 
853558 

iPhone one-tap: US: +13126266799,,95992451924#,,,,,,0#,,853558#    OR 
+13017158592,,95992451924#,,,,,,0#,,853558# 

Telephone: 1 (253) 215-8782 

Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924 and Passcode: 853558 
 
Serra International Rosary for Vocation will be on the Saturday, November 26 and Saturday, December 31. Serrans 
from all over the world are invited to join in a recitation of the Rosary for vocations. To join from your computer, tablet, or 
smartphone, https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598 or using your phone, dial 1 (312) 757-3119 and enter the access 
code; 314-315-981. 
 

USAC’s Serra Rally will be held January 12-15, 2023, in Irving, TX. Find registration information and preliminary schedule 
here: https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2023/ 
 

Serra International Convention will be held June 22-25, 2023, in Thailand. Find registration information and preliminary 
schedule here: http://www.serrathai.org/Convention2023/Convention2023.html Chainarong Monthienvichienchai, chairman 
of the organizing committee, gave a wonderful Serra Meets presentation in June 2021. It is on Serra’s YouTube channel, 
https://youtu.be/8vy3DR9NnY0  

https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2023/
http://www.serrathai.org/Convention2023/Convention2023.html
https://youtu.be/8vy3DR9NnY0

